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WWV 2022 TALKING POINTS & MESSAGING GUIDE 
 
During YWCA’s 28th annual Week Without Violence — October 17-22, 2022 — we invite YWCAs and 
allied groups to organize events that raise awareness about gender-based violence and the issues 
that survivors face.  
 
This Messaging Guide provides talking points to assist you in framing communications around 
gender-based violence; YWCAs’ response to gender-based violence, reproductive health 
restrictions, anti-LGBTQ+ legislation and policies, gun violence, and police violence; and 
survivors—including their needs, solutions for meeting those needs, and the barriers survivors face.  
 
YWCA’s Response to Gender-Based Violence 
YWCA is the largest network of domestic and sexual violence services providers in the United States. 
 

• More than 140 (70%) of YWCAs around the country provide domestic and/or sexual violence 
services to survivors and their families 

 
YWCA’s Response to Reproductive Health Restrictions 
YWCA has supported access to abortion for more than 50 years.  
 

• In 2021, YWCA USA submitted an amicus or “friend of the court” brief in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, the case that ultimately overturned Roe v. Wade. 

 
YWCA’s Response to Anti-LGBTQ+ Policies & Legislation 
YWCA advocates for LGBTQ+ equity, providing housing, gender-based violence services, counseling, 
and safe spaces in communities around the country. 
 

• YWCA’s provide housing, gender-based violence services, counseling, and safe spaces in 
more than 1,000 communities across the country. 
 

YWCA’s Response to Gun Violence 
YWCA supports systemic and structural policy changes that focus attention and resources on the 
places, spaces, and contexts in which women and girls—particularly women and girls of color—
experience significant threats from gun violence: in their homes, as victims and survivors of intimate 
partner violence; in mass shootings, which are most often perpetrated by those with a history of 
domestic violence; and at school, where students of color both face the threat of school shootings and 
bear the brunt of harsh school surveillance and security measures. 
 

• YWCA has issued policy recommendations to reduce the impact of gun violence, 
particularly against women and girls of color. 

 
YWCA’s Response to Police Violence 
YWCA focuses on ending the criminalization of women and girls of color, documenting racial profiling 
and police abuses against women of color, and providing resources to communities and 
organizations to root out injustice and systemic racism. 

https://www.ywca.org/wp-content/uploads/19-1392-Amici-Brief.pdf
https://www.ywca.org/advocacy/policy-priorities/promote-federal-legislation-to-support-survivors-of-gender-based-violence/we-deserve-safety-preventing-gun-violence-for-women-and-girls-of-color/
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• The We Still Deserve Safety Report documents incidents in which women and girls of color 

have experienced violence, racial profiling, and criminalization at the hands of police, 
immigration enforcement, and other state actors and renews YWCA’s call to end the 
criminalization of women and girls of color. 
 

Gender-Based Violence Overview 
Gender-based violence impacts the lives of countless women and their families across the United 
States. Women and girls of all ages, income levels, racial and ethnic communities, sexual orientations, 
and religious affiliations experience violence in the form of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, trafficking and stalking. 
 

• Every 68 seconds another American is sexually assaulted. 
 

• Out of every 1000 sexual assaults, less than a third are reported to police, only 50 lead to an 
arrest, and only 28 lead to a felony conviction. 

 

• Only half of domestic violence incidents are reported to police, while more than 2 out of 3 
sexual assaults go unreported. 

 

• More than 40% of teen girls have experienced emotional, physical, or sexual abuse. 
 

• 1 in 4 women will experience domestic violence and, on average, more than 3 women are 
murdered by their current or former partners in the United States every day. 

 

• 1 of every 4 homeless women is homeless because of violence committed against her and 
over 92% of homeless mothers have experienced severe physical and/or sexual abuse 
during their lifetime. 

 

• Victims of domestic violence lose about 8 million days of paid work per year because of the 
violence that they experienced. Over their lifetimes, victims of intimate partner violence, 
sexual violence, and stalking lost nearly 741 days of school and paid work, at a cost of $110 
billion. 

 

• 81% of all women have experienced street harassment. Among all women, 49% have been 
sexually touched, 27% have been followed, and 23% have survived sexual assault. 

 

• Overall, 71% of restaurant workers have been harassed at least once during their time in 
the industry; food service and hospitality workers report the highest levels of sexual 
harassment in the workplace and often have the least amount of employment protections. 
 
 

Gender-Based Violence and Women of Color 
Gender-based violence occurs across all races, ages, classes, and ethnic backgrounds, though at 
disparate rates and with disproportionate impacts for women of color. 

https://www.ywca.org/wp-content/uploads/20200909-WeStillDeserveSafety-FINALREPORT.pdf?utm_source=Download%20Clicks&utm_medium=Download%20PDF&utm_campaign=We%20Stil%20Deserve%20Safety
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• Native women are victims of rape or sexual assault at 1.5 times the rate of other white, non-
Hispanic women. In fact, more than 4 in 5 American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) 
women (84.3%) have experienced violence in their lifetime. This includes 56.1% who have 
experienced sexual violence, 55.5% who have experienced physical violence by an intimate 
partner, nearly 1 in 3 (29.5%) who have experienced rape, 55.5% who have experienced 
physical violence by an intimate partner, 42.1% who have experienced stalking, and 66.4% 
who have experienced psychological aggression by an intimate partner. 

 

• Black women experience intimate partner violence (IPV) at a rate 19% higher than that of 
white women. 45% of Black women experience physical violence by an intimate partner 
during their lifetimes, compared with 37.3% of all women.  

 

• Black women are at an especially high risk of homicide by men compared with all women. 
In 2019, Black women were 2.3 times more likely to be murdered by men than white women: 
91% of Black female victims were killed by men they knew, and 60% were killed by current or 
former intimate partners. In cases where the murder weapon was identified, 70% of Black 
female victims were shot and killed with guns. 

 

• One in four Black girls will be sexually abused before the age of 18 and more than one in 
four Black women are survivors of rape. Additionally, 38% of Black women have 
experienced some form of sexual violence other than rape during their lifetime and 17% of 
Black women have experienced this violence at the hands of an intimate partner. 

 

• 9-20% of Asian and Pacific Islander (A/PI) women report experiencing intimate physical 
and/or sexual violence during their lifetime, though rates of violence in specific A/PI 
communities have been reported to be as high as 56%. A/PI survivors are more likely to 
experience abuse from multiple family members, including a spouse, and in-laws than 
other survivors.  

 

• Approximately 1 in 3 (34.4%) of Hispanic women and Latinas have experienced physical 
violence by an intimate partner in their lifetime and 1 in 12 (8.6%) of Hispanic women / 
Latinas has experienced this violence in the previous 12 months. Additionally, a national 
study found 63.1% of Hispanic women / Latinas who identified being victimized in their 
lifetime reported having experienced more than one victimization. 

 
 

Abortion Restrictions and Gender-Based Violence 
Barriers to accessing abortion increase poverty and violence, and have a disproportionate impact on 
people of color, young people, survivors of gender-based violence, people in the LGBTQ+ community, 
and others who lack access to the full range of reproductive health care. 

• As many as 30% of women have experienced reproductive coercion, included unprotected 
sex, contraceptive sabotage, coerced continuation of a pregnancy, forced or induced 
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termination of a pregnancy, and coerced conception. Young Black women are more likely 
than women of other races to experience reproductive coercion. 

• 1 in 6 women has reported experiencing birth control sabotage. 

• According to the CDC, 10.3 million women have had a partner who has tried to force them 
to become pregnant against their will, or has refused to wear a condom, and 2.1 million 
have become pregnant due to rape by an intimate partner. 

• Between 6% and 22% of women terminate their pregnancies because they are experiencing 
intimate partner violence, and 34% of survivors report that their abusive partners limit their 
childbearing decisions. 

• The six states with the highest maternal mortality rates have quickly banned abortion 
following the decision to overturn Roe v. Wade; maternal deaths in states with “trigger” laws 
average almost two times higher than those in states with laws protecting abortion access. 

• Women of color already experience higher rates of maternal mortality than white women 
and are less likely to have access to quality, affordable, appropriate, and timely maternal 
care, placing them at higher risk for poor maternal health outcomes. Black and Latina 
women receive lower quality care on 40% of measures of overall health, including quality 
reproductive health care. 32% of Black women and 41% of AI/AN women do not receive 
adequate prenatal care; consequently, they are 3-4x more likely to die from complications of 
pregnancy and childbirth than white women; 

• The maternal mortality rate in the U.S. could increase by 24% if a nationwide ban was 
enacted; the increase would be greatest among non-Hispanic Black women – 39%.  

• Homicide is the leading cause of death in the U.S. among pregnant persons, and 1 in 6 
survivors of gender-based violence are first abused during their pregnancy. More than 
320,000 pregnant women are abused by their partners every year, which leads to a 37% 
higher risk of obstetric complications. 

• Black women are at an increased risk of homicide during their pregnancies, compared to 
other races. Black women aged 10-19 are 6x more likely to be killed during their 
pregnancies, while Black women aged 20-24 are 65% more likely to be killed than other 
women in their age group. Overall, pregnant Black women are 3x more likely to be the 
victims of intimate partner homicide than white or Hispanic women / Latinas. 

• 22 states have laws that are being used, or could be used, to restrict the legal status of 
abortion. 
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• Access to abortion services empirically affects the level of violence against women in 
communities; for every 30-minute increase in time to reach the nearest abortion clinic, 
rates of gender-based violence will increase by up to 5% the following year.  

• Intimate partner physical violence decreases over time for women who seek and receive 
abortions, but not for women who are denied abortions. 

 
Anti-LGBTQ+ Policies and Gender-Based Violence 
Anti-LGBTQ+ policies and legislation—including “Don’t Say Gay or Trans” laws—create increasingly 
hostile climates towards LGBTQ+ individuals and result in increased violence and new barriers to 
safety for LGBTQ+ survivors of gender-based violence. 

• LGBTQ+ communities experience higher rates of intimate partner violence and sexual assault 
than heterosexual communities 

• 44% of lesbian women and 61% of bisexual women, versus 35% of heterosexual women, 
have experienced rape, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner, while 
26% of gay men and 37% of bisexual men, versus 29% of heterosexual men, have 
experienced rape, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner. 

• Lifetime rates of intimate partner violence in the transgender community range from 31% 
to 50%, and multiple studies indicate that over 50% of transgender people have 
experienced sexual violence at some point in their lives. 

• LGBTQ+ and HIV-affected people of color make up the majority (51%) of intimate partners 
violence (IPV) survivors. Specifically, LGBTQ+ Black/African American survivors were 1.89 
times more likely to experience physical violence within IPV when compared to all non-
Black survivors. 

• In 2015 alone, there were 13 reported LGBTQ+ intimate partner violence related homicides. 
77% of those murdered were LGBTQ+ people of color. 

• In a national survey, more than 60% of LGBTQ+ sexual and domestic violence survivors said 
they were denied access to domestic violence shelters. In a 2011 national study, more than 
half of transgender individuals who accessed homeless shelters were harassed by shelter 
staff or residents, and almost 29% were turned away altogether. 

• After the passage of anti-trans legislation in North Carolina, 1 in 10 transgender /gender-
nonconforming (T/GNC) youth reported experiencing emotional abuse; there was also an 
10% increase in physical and sexual dating violence among T/GNC youth. 
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Firearm Violence and Gender-Based Violence 
Women’s experiences of gun violence are inextricably linked to domestic violence, whether in the 
home, in mass shootings, or at school. 
 

• Every month, ~70 women are shot and killed by a current or former intimate partner with a 
gun. 

• 13.6% of American women alive today (4.5 million women) have been threatened by intimate 
partners with firearms; 43% of these women have been physically injured. Nearly 1 million 
women report being shot or shot at. 

• Most intimate partner homicides are committed with firearms, and this number is on the 
rise. The percentage of intimate partner homicides committed using a firearm increased by 
26% between 2010 and 2017. 

• The risk of femicide is increased by 1,000% when an abuser has access to a firearm. 

• Of all women killed by men, 35% are killed by intimate partners with guns. 

• 59.1% of mass shootings between 2014 and 2019 were related to domestic violence, and the 
shooter had a history of domestic violence in 68% of mass shootings. 

• Nearly 3 in 4 children and teens killed in mass shootings died in incidents connected to 
domestic violence. 

• Black, American Indian/Alaska Native, and Hispanic women / Latinas are victims of 
domestic violence and intimate partner homicide at much higher rates than white women, 
and in 55% of these cases, a firearm is involved. 
 

• Black women are 2x as likely to be fatally shot by an intimate partner than white women; 
younger Black women (aged 18-34) are nearly 3x as likely. 

 
 
Police Violence and Gender-Based Violence 
Survivors of gender-based violence, particularly survivors of color and those from other marginalized 
communities often experience additional violence at the hands of law enforcement. 
 

• Less than half of domestic violence survivors ever call or report to the police. The number is 
even lower for sexual assault survivors; only 25% ever call or report. And these numbers are 
going down. 
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• 89% of survivors and service providers in one study indicated that contact with the police 
resulted in contact with child welfare; 61% reported that it could cause survivors to face 
criminal charges that could lead to deportation, and 70% reported that it sometimes or often 
resulted in the loss of housing, employment, or welfare benefits. 

• An overwhelming majority of survivors and service providers (88%) say that police sometimes 
or often do not believe survivors or take their complaints seriously. 

• Two thirds of survivors and service providers report that police use force sometimes or often 
when responding to domestic violence calls, particularly against Black survivors. More than 
half have reported anti-Black, anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim, and anti-LGBTQ attitudes among 
responding officers. 

• Survivors are targeted by police for sexual harassment, extortion, and assault. 

• 39% of survivors of homophobic and transphobic violence who report to the police say that 
police were hostile, 33% experienced verbal abuse, and 16% physical abuse. 

• Mandatory arrest policies have increased the criminalization and arrests of survivors, 
particularly survivors of color, immigrant survivors, and LGBTQ+ survivors.   

 
Domestic Violence and Voting 
Survivors of gender-based violence face many unique obstacles and barriers to voting. 

• Survivors are often isolated from election information and voting materials by abusers. 
Using physical, psychological, and economic means, abusers often restrict survivors’ 
access to the outside world and information via the phone and internet, particularly social 
media platforms. 
 

• Abusers may use intimidation or threats of violence if survivors vote or fail to vote in a 
specific way. For instance, Abusers may threaten to restrict survivors’ access to children, 
eliminate survivors’ financial support, or physically or sexually abuse survivors if they 
express a voting preference.  

 
• Survivors must often supply their home address to register to vote, placing them in further 

danger even once they’ve left abusive partners. Only 6 states prohibit the public sharing of 
voter registration lists, other states make them publicly available or permit them to be 
purchased. 
 

• 44 states and the District of Columbia have Address Confidentiality Programs for survivors 
that prevent participants’ voter records from being shared in order to keep survivors’ 
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addresses from being sold and accessible in voter lists. However, this is not a guarantee of 
privacy. 
 

• Some survivors do not feel safe going to their polling place to cast their ballot. However, 15 
states require survivors to meet certain conditions in order to vote absentee, and only 6 of 
those states permit survivors to use their participation in Address Confidentiality Programs 
as an excuse to vote absentee 
 
 

 
 




